
 

It is perfectly normal for children to develop at different rates, but school 
ready children should be able to demonstrate a basic level of social and 

academic knowledge and skills and behaviors. The following list 
identifies some of the necessary skills, knowledge and behaviors that will 

help your child be prepared for the transition to kindergarten. 

Is Your Child Ready 
For Kindergarten?

Social Knowledge & Interactions 
❏ Knows and states personal information 
❏ Independently cares for self (washing 
hands, dressing, using bathroom) 
❏ Separates from parents comfortably 
❏ Recognizes and respects authority 
❏ Demonstrates self-control 
❏ Interacts and shares with other children 
❏ With guidance, cleans up after play 
❏ Participates in group activities 
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Listening Skills & Cognitive 
Thinking 
❏ Follows one-step and two-step 
instructions 
❏ Understands directional terms: up, 
down, 
in, out, under, etc. 
❏ Understands comparative terms: big, 
little, 
short, long, slow, etc. 
❏ Classifies objects by physical features: 
shape, color, size 
❏ Sequences up to three story pictures 

Verbal Skills 
❏ Speaks clearly; can be 
understood without context clues 
❏ Speaks in complete sentences 
❏ Uses appropriate volume when 
speaking 
❏ Expresses and describes 
feelings 
Gross Motor Skills 
❏ Runs, Hops, Somersaults 
❏ Climbs a playground ladder 
❏ Throws a ball with direction 
❏ Catches ball with arms and 
body 
❏ Bounces a ball 

Fine Motor Skills 
❏ Stacks small blocks 
❏ Buttons/zips/snaps clothing 
❏ Makes objects from playdough: 
snake, ball, pancake 
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Reading Readiness 
❏ Demonstrates interest in and 
listens well to read aloud stories 
❏ Demonstrates book awareness 
by holding book right-side up 
❏ Retells information from a 
story or pictures 
❏ Recites alphabet 
❏ Identifies uppercase and 
lowercase letters 
❏ Understands that letters 
represent sounds 

Mathematical Readiness 
❏ Sorts by shape, color, size 
❏ Orders several objects based on 
one attribute 
❏ Counts orally to 20 
❏ Counts objects to 10 
❏ Recognizes numerals 1-10 
❏ Identifies four shapes: circle, 
square, triangle, rectangle 
❏ Recognizes colors 
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Ready to Learn Circles is dedicated to preparing students for 
kindergarten. We know that it is far more than academic measures 
that determine kindergarten readiness. Check out our FREE trial to 
engage in our virtual circle times to find out how we prepare! 


